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"You can’t cross the sea merely by standing and staring at the water." 
Rabindranath Tagore 

-  
Dear Parents 
 
Please could I ask all parents to complete the tear-off slip at the end of this news letter, regarding electronic 
correspondence/communication and return it to your child’s class teacher. 
 
Over the past few months, Barbara Pride has been forwarding a monthly newsletter from Ken Resnick (an 
educational psychologist) to me.  It makes for very interesting reading and I would like to share an extract from 
the latest newsletter. 
 
“Continuing our series of different parenting styles and its contribution to the Problematic Educational Situation 
(PES) of your child, we comment on the following: 
 

·  Being too strict  
 
Over-strict, unbending and unaccommodating parents indicate a mistaken belief that children can be moulded 
to be what the parents want them to be. Demands are made on the children that are usually reserved for 
adults, and this means that there is no room for error or choice .Children are expected to be thorough, honest, 
orderly, level-headed, efficient, punctual etc. These demands are unrealistic as they are made from the 
perspective of an adult world with very little or no understanding of a child’s world. 
 
This mistake usually arises from a parent’s over-ambitious and perfectionist attitude. The child must contribute 
to this in order to prove himself to be a model of high achievement and make his parents proud. The child, 
instead of being allowed to develop his own individuality, merely becomes an object to fulfil his parent’s plans 
and expectations. 
 
This attitude leads to excessive control and intervention on the part of the parent (meddling instead of 
intervening). The parent’s activities often consist of interfering and disapproving rather than agreeing and 
approving. These parents are almost always dissatisfied with their children’s achievements and behaviour. 
This disapproving and over-critical attitude results in children becoming anxious and frustrated. They fear the 
punishment, rejection and non-acceptance that they have to suffer should they not meet certain demands. 
Resentment and aggression are often the result, and trust breaks down with authority figures. These demands 
are extremely discouraging for children who, no matter how hard they try, find that their efforts are just not 
good enough and that they are never able to meet the demands and expectations made of them. In later life 
this often results in children being unable to handle disappointments and failure, often with quite severe 
psychological consequences. 
 
The child is so overwhelmed by the excessively high demands made on him that in trying to carry out an 
achievement task he becomes paralysed and blocked which prevents optimal achievement. Instead of taking 
responsibility, many parents play the blame game e.g. ‘the unfair teacher’. The child feels that he will only be 
accepted by his parents if he achieves. He suffers psychic damage under the severe and continuous strain of 
his parent’s expectations that he is unable to fulfil. He becomes sensitive to criticism, reserved, and low in self-
confidence which results in feelings of inferiority as he is never able to meet the demands made on him. 
 
Over-strict parents are guilty of what could be called wishful educating . They educate in terms of their 
wishes  and not in terms of the child’s potential. This attitude is vain, short-sighted and ignorant. These 
parents usually turn a blind eye in terms of their children’s feelings. Their children need to be an ‘improved 
version’ of themselves. The children must attain what they never could, or at least equal their achievements. 
They are so pushed and shoved that their inner peace and carefree childhoods are taken away. 
 
 
 



Another form of detrimental parenting is the excess use of unfavourable comparisons with the child’s parent, 
or brother, or sister. If an older child is presented as an ideal image, it is a hugely discouraging experience for 
the younger child. The opposite also applies if an older child is being compared to high-achieving younger 
siblings. By making unfavourable comparisons, the child is not given the opportunity to develop at his own 
pace and thus never realises his potential. 
 

·  Inconsistency  
 
Often parents lack the confidence in their parenting and so they parent from a comfort zone. This can result in 
inconsistent parenting as well as a breakdown in their roles as the authority figures in their children’s lives. 
These parents punish their children one day for a certain issue, and allow them to get away with the same 
issue the next time around. This creates uncertainty within children, and as a result they will constantly push 
boundaries and ‘try their luck’. There are no firm, consistent sets of rules and norms according to which the 
children should be making choices. 
 
Another confusing state of affairs for the child is when the mother and father do not agree on their approach to 
parenting. Often the father is inclined to be too strict and as a result the mother is over-indulgent. When 
children feel wronged by the strict parents, with the related fear, aggression and avoidance that accompany 
this, they then exploit the indulgent parents. The children’s behaviour is characterised by anxiety, 
manipulation, insecurity and an unwillingness to explore and take challenges of new situations. This conflicting 
educational influence leads to unstable behaviour in the child as firm boundaries require consistent authority 
from both parents working together.” 
 
If you would like to contact Ken Resnick, please see his contact details below, or if you would like to subscribe 
to the monthly newsletter, please visit his website. 
 
E-mail:  ken@kensway.co.za 
Website:  www.kensway.co.za 
Cell:  0824490335 
Landline:  0878082932 
 
I am please to announce that Mr John Kerchhoff will be joining the staff in early March.  He has accepted our 
offer and is currently preparing to relocate to Greytown.  Mr Kerchhoff will take over from Mrs Jacobs-Kraft as 
the High School Business Studies teacher. He comes highly recommended from his previous schools, in 
particular, Uplands College.  Hockey is a passion with him and he was the team manager of the Northern 
Province boys’ hockey sides from 1999 to 2001.  We look forward to welcoming him to the Wembley family as 
soon as possible, and this is where we need your help.  As I am sure you are all aware, finding 
accommodation to rent in Greytown is almost impossible; we need somewhere for Mr Kerchhoff to stay.  If you 
are aware of a place to rent, please contact the office as soon as possible. 
 
The following activities are offered at the Corbishley Culture Centre: 
 

 Uniform Shop  – The Uniform Shop is open on Wednesdays between 12h00 and 16h00 
for all school uniform and extra-mural clothing.    

 Ballet and Modern Dancing – Mrs Janet Harrison offers ballet and modern dancing on 
Mondays and Tuesdays from 12h00 to 16h30. For further information she can be 
contacted on [0]72 933 9185.   

 Gymnastics  – Miss Sherri Pegler offers gymnastics from the Centre.  For further 
information please contact her on [0]83 547 5981. 

 Ballroom Dancing  – Mrs. Charlé Hurd offers ballroom dancing on Friday afternoons 
from 14h30.  For further information she can be contacted on [0]84 410 0507. 

 Guitar Lessons – Mrs Annelie Marx offers guitar lessons at the Culture Centre on 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 13h30 to 15h45.  For further information please phone 
082 690 5722. 

 
Those parents that would like their children to attend horse riding can contact Jane O’Sullivan on  
082 820 2097, or alternatively, send her a message at jane@umvoti.co.za.  
 
REMINDERS: 
 
We have still not located Calvin Swanepoel’s sports bag.  Please look at home to ensure that it has not been 
taken home erroneously. 
 



 
 
 

Our Duck Race will take place on Sunday the 21st of March. Please diarise this date so that you are 
able to spend the day relaxing with your family at Ivala Lodge at Muden. Please remember that you 
need to purchase or sell your ticket and send the money to school as soon as possible.  If you 

would like to sell more tickets please contact the office 
The cost per stand at the Duck Race is R20. You, or your child is welcome to book a stand.  If 

you are interested please could you collect a booking form from Mrs Wessels.  Unfortunately we 
are not able to supply facilities. If there are any family members or friends who are not at Wembley 
and would like to come and sell products, they are also most welcome.  The more the merrier!! 

The day is going to be great fun and we hope to see many supporters. 
 

 
 
 
 
Our annual Friends of Wembley Dance is ‘around the corner’. I encourage everyone to make an effort to 
attend.  The dance is always great fun and the food is delicious.  Miss Peckham assures me that once again 
the décor will be something to behold.  Please support this parent body initiative. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
ON A LIGHTER NOTE 
A little girl came home from school and said to her mother, “Mommy, today at school I was punished for 
something I didn’t do.”  The mother exclaimed, “But that’s terrible!  I’m going to have a talk with your teacher 
about this… by the way, what was it you didn’t do?”  The little girl replied, “My homework.” 
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Dear High School, 
 
Well done to our cricketers and cricket ‘wannabees’! The Interhouse cricket was a really enjoyable afternoon. 
Congratulations to Falcons for winning both the girls’ and boys’ matches – it was, however, very closely 
contested! A huge thank you to Mr Norris and Mr Sessions for umpiring and to all the supporters for braving 
the miserable weather. 
 
 



 
By the time you are reading this you have most probably already written your first control test (so no more 
sleeps!). I trust you are all well-prepared and haven't left too much to the last minute. Next week will be very 
busy as we prepare for our Clash of the Leopards against Felixton, so focus, prioritise, work really, really hard 
and get the job done. 
 
The other day the Form 3 Accountants and I were discussing the favourite parts of our days. Quite a few of 
them said that their favourite was going to bed! So, the quotation this week is for those of you who love 
sleeping (and dreaming). E.V. Lucas said, “One of the most adventurous things left for us is to go to bed, for 
no one can lay a hand on our dreams.” 
 
Have a supersonic week, take care & be good!                                                                                    
Mrs Powell 
 
H.S. Cricket:  
Last Wednesday, the U15 cricket team played against Hermannsburg in a 20-over game at Wembley. 
Wembley batted first and in an outpouring of runs, Hermannsburg were fetching leather as Wembley amassed 
a total of 176 for 5 in their allotted overs. Marc Düvel and NG Sibisi shared an opening stand of 70 runs before 
Marc was caught for 40. NG went on to share a partnership of 94 with Thuba Mzila before NG was caught for 
62, his highest score of the season. Thuba finished the day with 31 runs. Wembley then went on to have HMB 
99 for 7 in their 20 overs with the wickets being spread out amongst the team. Wembley thus won by 77 runs. 
 
HS Swimming: 
Nine of our HS swimmers were part of the Umvoti Team (with Wartburg, Greytown and Hermannsburg) that 
came 4th out of eight co-ed schools in PMB on Monday.   
 
Boys’ Tennis:  
Congratulations to our 1st team for winning their match against Treverton 37-29. All of the 
players excelled in their singles matches and Deon and Geryn won their doubles. 
Superb effort boys! Thank you to Mrs Hurd for assisting on the day. 
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Grade 4 Museum Outing by Ashleigh Mason 
 
On Tuesday the grade 4s went to the Greytown Museum. First we saw the cannon that they used to shoot so 
people knew that their post was there. We then saw a picture of Sir George Grey who our town was named 
after. After this we saw all the things that they used, like the baths, prams and hat boxes. We then saw the big 
table where they sat and had dinner and talked about their day. We saw the badges that they got for fighting in 
the war. We then saw all the army kit that they used. Then we saw all the pretty Indian dresses. The Zulu huts, 
drums and the mats they slept on were also on display, and we crawled into the hut. We saw the washing 
machines that people used to use, as well as the kitchen with the fridge, the butter maker and the meat 
grinder. We also saw the telephone system of the day, with the switchboard where you would phone and then 
there would be a lady that would ring the person that you would want to talk to. Outside we saw the carriages 
that they used to ride on. Anyway it was lots of fun and thank you Mrs Hurd, Mrs Poreé and Mrs Scholtz. 
 
SP Swimming: 
On Thursday, February 26th, the Wembley Senior Primary swimming team travelled to the annual Umvoti gala 
at Hermannsburg.  The Wembley swimmers swam very well and had 3 swimmers who broke records. Well 
done to Emma Poreé, Carmen Düvel and Caleb Poreé for breaking records.  Four schools took part in the 
gala: Hermannsburg, Wartburg, New Hanover and Wembley.  Wembley were the winners of the day and 
thank you to Hermannsburg for such a lovely event.  Thank you, also, to Mark Poreé and Audrey Dutton for 
assisting Wembley with the time-keeping duties.  
 
SP Cricket: 
Last Wednesday, the U13 cricketers  travelled down to Clarendon to play in a 20-over game. Wembley won 
the toss and elected to bat first, but the pitch wasn’t all it was cracked up to be! The boys had a dismal day 
with the bat only managing to eke out 75 runs. Josh Meyer managed to tame the tigers in collecting 40 runs 
for himself, and for the team. The total was always going to be difficult to defend and Clarendon made short 
work of it reaching it by the 11th over with only 4 wickets down, ensuring that there was still some daylight left 
for us to return home with our tails between our legs! 



On Saturday, the U13 cricket boys , still smarting after the Wednesday game, played in a 30-over match 
against Treverton at Wembley. The hosts won the toss and elected to bat first on a damp pitch. Wembley were 
going along steadily with a much improved batting performance and with many members of the team making a 
contribution, most notably Craig Jarvie with his 22 runs. Wembley were bowled out in the 28th over for a 
respectable 117. Treverton went in to bat and due to some very tight bowling by the Wembley lads, started to 
fall behind the required rate. Treverton needed 20 runs off the last over, with 2 wickets in hand. The pressure 
was on as it could still go either way, but it was a bridge too far for Treverton as they could only muster up 102 
for 9 off their 30 overs. Wembley thus won by a close 15 runs.  
 
On Saturday, February 27th, the U11 cricket team  travelled to Treverton to play a 20-over match.  Treverton 
won the toss and decided to bat.  Good bowling restricted Treverton’s run rate and they ended up with 109 
runs for the loss of 5 wickets in their allotted overs.  Wembley started their innings off well chasing 4.5 runs per 
over, but losing wickets at crucial times meant that the team ended up with 88 runs for the loss of 5 wickets. 
Treverton won by 21 runs. 
 
SP Tennis: 
On Monday three of our girls’ teams played with the following results: 
The U11 vs. Epworth won 21 – 11. 
the U13B2 vs. Wartburg lost 5 – 18, and, 
the U13B1 vs. St John’s lost 16 – 20. 
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Grade RR has started learning about the colour white, so they are wearing white shirts on Friday. We also 
planted pumpkin seeds in a jar.  
�
Grade R has begun learning the letter sound ‘m’. The Cubbies planted bean seeds in a jar to accompany their 
‘seasons’ theme. They have been discussing emotions and how we can see them on our faces. They made 
biscuits today. 
 
Grades 1 & 2 cricket: 
The Grades 1 and 2 cricket teams participated in a cricket festival at New Hanover Preparatory School. The 
Grade 1s played against Cordwalles 2. They lost but it was gratifying to see the improvement in the boys’ 
fielding. We are holding thumbs for a win next week.  
The Grade 2s also played Cordwalles and they also lost, but by a mere 4 runs.  
 
U9 Cricket: 
The U9 cricket team went to Ladysmith on Tuesday to play against Egerton. Callum Norris bowled very well 
taking 3 wickets, and Chyavan Aheer scored the most runs. Wembley lost in the end by 2 runs. Well done to 
all of the boys and girls. 
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Upcoming Events: 
 
Tuesday, 9th March     – Grade 1 and 2 cricket at St. Charles. 
Monday, 15th March to Friday, 19th March  – JP parent interviews. 
Tuesday, 16th March  – Ear testing with the audiologist.      
Friday, 19th March     – JP Grandparents’ Day. 
Sunday, 21st March     – Duck Race. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

WEMBLEY COLLEGE 
Private Bag X5606 

Greytown 
3250 

Tel: (033) 413 2677 
(033) 417 2180 

Fax: (033) 417 1074 
E-mail: admin@wembleycollege.co.za 

 
 
ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION AND CORRESPONDENCE  
 
Dear parents 
 
In an attempt to establish each parent’s needs, please could I ask you to complete the following questionnaire 
and return it to your child’s class teacher by Monday next week.  We are trying to establish whether you would 
prefer to receive the Wembley News, School Fee Statements, etc. electronically or in a ‘Hard Copy’. 
 
 
SURNAME:             
 
 
SCHOLAR’S NAME AND GRADE:           
 
 
             
 
 
 
PARENTS’ NAMES:                                         CELL NO:    
 
   
                                                             CELL NO:    
 
 
E-MAIL:             
 
 
                 
 
Please tick the appropriate box for each question. 
 

 I would like all correspondence and communication to be sent to me electronically. 
 

 
YES        NO 

 
 I would like to receive all correspondence and communication in a ‘hard copy’. 

 
 

 
YES        NO 

 
 
 
              
 Signature of parent          Date 
 


